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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Kenie 
Ho, Esq., on 4 October 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: cancel claims 3, 5. 9 and 1 1 . 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4, 10, 13-15, 17, 18, and 20-27 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance for independent claims 4, 
10 and 13. The invention is a method and system for email based opt-in marketing, which 
allows a subscriber to select one of a plurality of ezines, and to be compensated for referring 
others to the marketing program. An "ezine" is interpreted as any electronically delivered 
periodical, including newsletters. The closest prior art, Negus (which is non-patent 
literature) does not teach or suggest a plurality of ezines. The closest US patent literature, 
Logan et al. (US005721827A), does teach providing a selection of periodicals/ezines, but 
the prior art does not suggest combining Logan et al. with Negus. 

5. The closest prior art for independent claim 17 is WO 00/62879 1 . It cannot simultaneously 
teach or suggest the last two limitations of claim 17, providing compensation to said 
webmaster for referrals to the email marketing program, and providing compensation to said 
webmaster for subscribing consumers. The reference teaches stores receiving 
compensation for referrals. If one interprets a store as a webmaster, which the examiner 



1 The Office action mailed on 23 March 2006 cited Sullivan (US006663105B1) as close prior art. Sullivan 
is the national stage of this PCT application WO 00/62879, so Sullivan and WO 00/62879 are essentially 
identical. It should be noted that there is an error on the first page of Sullivan and in its USPTO file. Both 
indicate that the PCT parent of Sullivan is a continuation of US application 09295943. That is not correct. 
The PCT is in fact a CIP, not a continuation, of the '943 application. For the present purposes that is 
moot because WO 00/62879 qualifies as prior art based on its own publication date. 
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